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Joe Locke is regarded by many to be the most gifted vibraphonist of his generation. In addition to his 

strengths as an instrumentalist, recent recordings and live performances by The Joe Locke / Geoffrey Keezer 

Group, The Joe Locke Quartet, Rev.elation - The Music of Milt Jackson and his group "4 Walls of Freedom", 

offer evidence of his ever-growing stature as a band leader, composer and conceptualist. 

 

The critical community continually cites Joe Locke for his artistic work. "There seems little doubt that Locke, 

with his ability to play cool and funky, heady and relaxed, is set to become the pre-eminent vibraphonist in 

jazz." (The Times, London). He has been voted the #1 vibist in DownBeat Magazine's Critic's Poll (TDWR) and 

Brazil's International Jazz Poll, was honored with the "Mallet Player of the Year" Award by the Jazz Journalists 

Association (JJA) in 2006, and has received two Golden Ear "Concert of the Year" Awards — in 2005 with the 

Joe Locke / Geoffrey Keezer Group for their concert at the Ballard Jazz Festival, released on CD as "Live in 

Seattle" on the Origin Label, and 2007 for his performance at the Port Townsend Jazz Festival. 

 

Joe Locke has released more than 25 recordings as a band leader, and appeared on almost 100 albums as a 

guest artist. 

 

The past years have been increasingly busy for Locke. Besides his work with The Joe Locke / Geoffrey Keezer 

Group, The Joe Locke Quartet and his Duo project with fellow vibes and marimba artist Christos Rafalides, he 

most recently formed a brand new musical collaboration, "Joe Locke - Force of Four". The group — featuring 

Robert Rodriguez, Jonathan Blake and Ricardo Rodriguez — will be recording their first album in spring 2008 

on the Origin label for a summer 2008 release, followed by international concert engagements. 

 

Another one of Locke's more recent recording "Rev.elation" with Milt Jackson's last Band remained on top of 

the Jazz Week album charts for an unprecedented 8 week run in 2005. 

 

While maintaining a busy touring schedule, Locke also found time to work with students. A concert in 

Rochester, NY with the School of the Arts jazz ensemble (through The Commission Project) proved to be a 

memorable and rewarding experience. "I worked with the students for several weeks leading up to the concert, 
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and real friendships were forged in that time. The name of the event was Pass it On! - the implication of the 

title being that I was passing on my knowledge and experience to a new generation of musicians. But it was 

such a mutual exchange... I learned as much from them as they did from me. The experience put me back in 

touch with one of the reasons I fell in love with music in the first place, namely, the sense of community that 

comes from creating something with others." 

 

Joe Locke endorses vanderPlas Vibraphones and plays the Joe Locke Autograph Mallets (PJL and PJL2) by 

Pro-Mark. 
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abou t  J o e  L ocke :  

 

"Joe Locke is a wonderful young man who's all about the music, all the time! You can hear it in every note he 

plays." 

Bobby Hutcherson 

 

 

"Joe Locke's playing and writing have been an absolute joy to this vibist's ears that have been starving to hear 

a player who challenges himself on every tune. Joe is constantly pushing the envelope musically. The cat is 

going into orbit soon .... I love it!" 

Mike Manieri 

 

 

"Not only has he mastered an instrument that has catapulted only a handful of players to the forefront of 

modern jazz - but he has done so in a way that transcends mere technique and establishes him as a unique 

and adventurous musical voice." 

Derk Richardson, SanFrancisco Bay Guardian 

 

 

"In the select group of contemporary vibes players, Locke has claims to head the list." 

Penguin Encyclopedia of Jazz 

 

 

 

For more information please go to: www.joelocke.com 

 


